
  

  

Country Definition 

Australia 

Violent extremism is the beliefs and actions of people who support or 
use violence to achieve ideological, religious or political goals. This 
includes terrorism and other forms of politically motivated and 
communal violence. All forms of violent extremism seek change 
through fear and intimidation rather than through peaceful means. If 
a person or group decides that fear, terror and violence are justified to 
achieve ideological, political or social change, and then acts 
accordingly, this is violent extremism. 

Canada 

"[V]iolent extremism" is where an offence is "primarily motivated by 
extreme political, religious or ideological views". Some definitions 
explicitly note that radical views are by no means a problem in 
themselves, but that they become a threat to national security when 
such views are put into violent action. 

USA 

The FBI defines violent extremism as the "encouraging, condoning, 
justifying, or supporting the commission of a violent act to achieve 
political, ideological, religious, social, or economic goals", whilst 
USAID defines violent extremist activities as the "advocating, 
engaging in, preparing, or otherwise supporting ideologically 
motivated or justified violence to further social, economic or political 
objectives". 

Norway 

Violent extremism constitutes activities of persons and groups that 
are willing to use violence in order to achieve political, ideological or 
religious goals. 

Sweden 

A violent extremist is someone "deemed repeatedly to have displayed 
behaviour that does not just accept the use of violence but also 
supports or exercises ideologically motivated violence to promote 
something". 

UK 

Extremism is defined as the vocal or active opposition to 
fundamental values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and 
beliefs, as well as calls for the death of United Kingdom armed 
forces at home or abroad. 

 

https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp1718/Quick_Guides/CounterViolentExtremism
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/ssng-xtrms/index-en.aspx
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1870/VEI_Policy_Final.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/Action-plan-against-Radicalisation-and-Violent-Extremism/id762413/
https://www.government.se/49b75d/contentassets/b94f163a3c5941aebaeb78174ea27a29/action-plan-to-safeguard-democracy-against-violence-promoting-extremism-skr.-20111244
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470088/51859_Cm9148_Accessible.pdf

