
  

Organisation Concept Definition 

ADL Hate crime 

A hate crime is a criminal act against a person or 
property in which the perpetrator chooses the victim 
because of the victim's real or perceived race, religion, 
national origin, ethnicity, sexual orientation, disability or 
gender. Some state-level statutory definitions in the 
United States may include additional (or fewer) 
categories. Hate crime and hate speech are not 
synonymous and most hate speech is not hate crime. 

CST 

Antisemitic 
incident 

CST classifies as an antisemitic incident any malicious 
act aimed at Jewish people, organisations or property, 
where there is evidence that the incident has antisemitic 
motivation or content, or that the victim was targeted 
because they are (or are believed to be) Jewish. Incidents 
can take several forms, including physical attacks on 
people or property, verbal or written abuse, threats 
against Jews or antisemitic leaflets and posters. CST does 
not include the general activities of anti-Semitic 
organisations in its statistics; nor does it 

include antisemitic material that is permanently hosted 
on internet websites. 

True Vision - 
The National 
Police 
Chiefs’ 
Council and 
the Crown 
Prosecution 
Service 

Hate crime 

Hate crime is defined as “any criminal offence which is 
perceived by the victim or any other person, to be 
motivated by hostility or prejudice based on a person’s 
race or perceived race; religion or perceived religion; 
sexual orientation or perceived sexual orientation; 
disability or perceived disability and any crime motivated 
by hostility or prejudice against a person who is 
transgender or perceived to be transgender.” 

  

Metropolitan 
Police UK 

Hate incident 

A hate incident is any incident which the victim, or 
anyone else, thinks is based on someone’s prejudice 
towards them because of their race, religion, sexual 
orientation, disability or because they are transgender. 

Tell MAMA 

Anti-Muslim 
or 
Islamophobic 
incident 

Tell MAMA classifies an anti-Muslim of Islamophobic 
incident as any malicious act aimed at Muslim groups or 
individuals, private properties, or Islamic organisations, 
where the act has biased motivation or content, or that 
the victim was targeted due to their being (or perceived 
as) Muslim. 

https://www.adl.org/
https://cst.org.uk/
http://www.report-it.org.uk/home
https://www.met.police.uk/
https://www.met.police.uk/
https://tellmamauk.org/


FBI Hate crime 

A hate crime is a traditional offense like murder, arson, 
or vandalism with an added element of bias. For the 
purposes of collecting statistics, the FBI has defined a 
hate crime as a “criminal offense against a person or 
property motivated in whole or in part by an offender’s 
bias against a race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, 
ethnicity, gender, or gender identity.” Hate itself is not a 
crime—and the FBI is mindful of protecting freedom of 
speech and other civil liberties. 

NYPD Hate crime 

In accordance with the New York State Penal Law, the 
New York City Police Department uses the following 

guideline: “A bias incident is any offense or unlawful act 
that is motivated in whole or substantial part by a 
person’s, a group’s or a place’s identification with a 
particular race, color, religion, ethnicity, gender, age, 
disability, ancestry, national origin or sexual orientation 
(including gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, and transgender) as 
determined by the Commanding Officer of the Hate 
Crime Task Force.” 

OSCE Hate crime 

Hate crimes are criminal acts motivated by bias or 
prejudice towards particular groups of people. To be 
considered a hate crime, the offence must meet two 
criteria: First, the act must constitute an offence under 
criminal law; second, the act must have been motivated 
by bias. Bias motivations can be broadly defined as 
preconceived negative opinions, stereotypical 
assumptions, intolerance or hatred directed to a particular 
group that shares a common characteristic, such as race, 
ethnicity, language, religion, nationality, sexual 
orientation, gender or any other fundamental 
characteristic. People with disabilities may also be 
victims of hate crimes. Hate crimes can include threats, 
property damage, assault, murder or any other criminal 
offence committed with a bias motivation. Hate crimes 
don't only affect individuals from specific groups. People 
or property merely associated with – or even perceived to 
be a member of – a group that shares a protected 
characteristic, such as human rights defenders, 
community centres or places of worship, can also be 
targets of hate crimes. 

Victoria 
Police 

Prejudice 
Motivated 
Crime 

A criminal act which is motivated (wholly or partly) by 
hatred for or prejudice against a group of people with 
common characteristics with which the victim was 
associated or with which the offender believed the victim 
was associated. Characteristics include: religious 
affiliation, racial or cultural origin, sexual orientation, 

https://www.fbi.gov/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/nypd/index.page
https://www.osce.org/
https://www.police.vic.gov.au/
https://www.police.vic.gov.au/


sex, gender identity, age, impairment (within the 
meaning of the Equal Opportunity Act 1995), or 
homelessness. 

NSW Police 
Force 

Bias crime 

A criminal offence motivated against persons, associates 
of persons, property or society that is motivated, in whole 
or in part, by an offender’s bias against an individual’s or 
group’s actual or perceived; race, religion, 
ethnic/national origin, sex/gender, gender identity, age, 
disability status, sexual orientation or homeless status. 

 

https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/

