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Real time mapping of narrative

escalation

This brief presents findings from a
structured analysis of public Telegram
posts collected during the first 72 hours
following the Bondi attack. The dataset
consists exclusively of publicly
accessible English-language posts
mentioning Arsen Ostrovsky and
related keywords. While this represents
a snapshot rather than the totality of
Telegram activity, it provides a high-
resolution account of how narratives

evolved in real time.
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Using first-mention timestamp
analysis, hourly stage frequency
tracking, word-frequency modelling,
and engagement ranking (views and
forwards), we reconstructed the
sequence through which reporting
about an injury escalated into
structural conspiracy claims.

Account names have been anonymised
to protect individuals’ privacy and

ensure ethical compliance.




The baseline
injury frame

The first posts reporting that Arsen
Ostrovsky was injured included the
image he took on his phone shortly
after being injured (see Figure 1). This
baseline “injury frame” marked the
starting point of discussion. The
most viewed post in the dataset

containing Ostrovsky's photo,

published at 21:59 on 14 December,
was a straightforward factual report of
injury, receiving 148,196 views and
543 forwards. This is significant: the
highest-reach content was not
conspiratorial. Narrative mutation
began within minutes. Identity
framing (references to “October 7,
2023”) appeared 2.6 minutes after the
first injury mention. The tone of
some early posts including
Ostrovsky’s picture (Figure 1) was

insinuating.

Figure 1. Image taken by Ostrovsky on his mobile phone shortly after the injury.
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Identity framing and the pivot to

suspicion

This is an example of text accompanying
Figure 1:

*AHAHAHHAHAHAHAHAHAHAH
AHAHAHA** >Among the wounded
survivors is Arsen Ostrovsky, who also
survived the October 7 terrorist attack in
Israel. >the October 7 terrorist attack in
Israel. LOL SLOPPY JOB MOSSAD
HAHHAHAHAHAHHA

Within 42 minutes, insinuation appeared,
including references such as “red paint”,
“selfie” implying staging without yet
making explicit accusations.

‘An absolute massacre’: Survivor
Arsen Ostrovsky describes Bondi

Beach bloodbath
Freguent Natfonal Post confribestor and tiiman righis
favwier waas al Bomdf! Reach when gunmen opened e

o & Hanokbal celeteation fookay

r

.

[T survived October 1)1 lived in Israel the last 13 years,
we came here only Dwo weeks ago to work with the
|ewish comumunity, to Aght antksemitism, to fight this
Hoodihirsty, ravaging hatred. That's why ['m here.
We've lived through worse, we're going o gel
through s and we're golig to pet the bastands tlat
dlid this,

Direct accusation emerged later. The
term “actor” first appeared about 9.6
hours after the initial injury report (see
Figure 2). The text accompanying the
image in Figure 2 said:

Why do you suppose all these "mass
shootings” and "terrorist” attacks need
to employ crisis actors for the fake
news? Note the eclipse symbolism in
this image with the massive sun disc
behind his head, and the name Arsen
(Arson) Ostrovsky (Oz-trove-sky)."”

Figure 2. First recorded use of the term
“actor” in our dataset, posted by a
Canadian Telegram channel
(anonymised).



From image scrutiny to direct

accusation

Structural conspiracy language (“false
flag”) appeared 14.7 hours after
baseline reporting. At this stage, Al-
generated images began circulating
that depicted Ostrovsky receiving
make-up on what appeared to be a
staged set, reframing the injury as
fabricated (see Figure 3). The first
recorded appearance of the Al-

generated image shown in Figure 3

occurs in our dataset on 15 December
2025 at 15:46:36 AEDT.

It was posted by an Australian far-right
Telegram channel (anonymised) and
received 7,884 views, 355 forwards,
and 92 reactions. The accompanying

text read:

“Is this for real or fake?

This photo of the Zionist Arsen
Ostrovsky is circulating online getting
the make up ready before the

shooting.”

Figure 3. Al-generated image
depicting Ostrovsky being
prepared with make-up in a
staged setting.



Mentions

Figure 3 is Al generated. ABC NEWS  Nobody has been able to debunk this
Verify confirmed this using Google’s image that appears to show Arsen
Synth ID detector, which identified Ostrovsky being made up to look like
the company’s invisible watermark. he was shot at in Bondi Beach,
Visual inconsistencies also indicate Australia.

fabrication, including unreadable

text on the shirt, distorted tripod Hourly frequency analysis confirms
legs, a disappearing light stand leg, this progression (Figure 4). “Injured”
merged vehicles, and incorrectly spikes first. Identity and image-
rendered anatomical details. related terms rise shortly thereafter

and dominate discussion volume.

The text accompanying Figure 3 was Accusatory and “false flag” language
clearly conspiratorial. For example, appear later and remain lower in
one wrote: overall frequency.

Figure 4. Mentions of tracked terms by hour. Factual and identity terms peak first; actor
and false flag appear later.

Mentions over time

Escalation
—e— injured (factual)
—»— selfie {Conspiracy)
20 == actor (conspiracy)
—a— false flag (conspiracy)
—=— terrorist attack (factual)
—+— october
15 - —=— photo

Time (hour bucket)



Layered mutation rather than
single source of conspiracy

Word-frequency analysis reinforces
this pattern (see word cloud in Figure
5). Among the most prominent terms
in the corpus were Israel, attack,
Jewish, selfie, October, injured, and
antisemitism. Notably, “selfie” was
more prominent than “false flag”. This
indicates that image scrutiny, rather
than explicit conspiracy language,
served as the central pivot in narrative
transformation. Engagement analysis
further distinguishes origin from
amplification. Although the factual
injury post had the most views

(148,196), posts combining identity

framing and mockery generated
substantially higher forwards.

The only top-five post explicitly
advancing a full false-flag thesis
(published 15:35 on 15 December)
received 38,634 views and 686 forwards,
ranking third by views and appearing
roughly 18 hours after the first injury
report. See Table 1 for detailed
information on the five most viewed
Telegram posts mentioning Ostrovsky,
including publication time, engagement
metrics (views and forwards), narrative
stage classification, and framing

characteristics.

Figure 5. Wordcloud of the consolidated Telegram corpus.
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The data in Table 1 suggest a clear distinction between origin and
amplification. The most viewed post (148,196 views; 543 forwards) was a
factual injury report. In contrast, a UK conspiracy channel known for
spreading COVID-19 conspiracies (anonymised), appears three times among
the top five combining factual or identity elements with mockery or
insinuation (e.g. focus on the “selfie” or claims of being “made up”).

The only post advancing a full false-flag thesis ranked third by views (38,634;
686 forwards) and was published approximately 18 hours after the initial
injury report, indicating that structural conspiracy framing was neither
immediate nor dominant in reach. Forward counts were higher for identity
and mockery posts (2,083 and 1,161) than for the factual top post (543),
suggesting that reframing content was more actively shared. Overall, the
narrative evolved in layers, with different actors driving visibility and

escalation at different stages.

Table 1. Top five Telegram posts ranked by views and forwards within 72 hours of the
Bondi attack.

Rank Channel Date & Time Views Forwards Content Summary

Factual report: “Arsen Ostrovsky was
injured in an attack.” No identity or
14 Dec 2025, conspiracy framing. Most viewed post in
21:89 148,196 543 the corpus.

Frames Ostrovsky as “the selfie man”

and October 7 survivor (“What are the

chances?!”). Uses sarcasm and identity
15 Dec 2025, contextualisation; no explicit false-flag
00:26 50,709 2,083 claim.

Explicit false-flag framing (references to
Candace Owens, crisis actor, Sandy
Hook anniversary). Full conspiracy
15 Dec 2025, thesis; posted approximately 18 hours
15:35 38,634 686 after the first injury report.

Repeats injury fact, then questions:

“Who takes a selfie in such a moment?!”
14 Dec 2025, Shifts focus to the image, casting doubt
23:44 36,776 904 without using “actor” or “false flag”.

Claims the image “appears to show
Arsen Ostrovsky being made up”.
16 Dec 2025, Implies staging; states no one has “been
11:02 31,983 1,161 able to debunlk it.
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Conclusion

The evidence demonstrates a layered progression:

1. Injury reporting

2. Identity contextualisation

3.  Image scrutiny

4.  Insinuation

5.  Accusation

6.  Structural conspiracy framing

No single account originated the entire narrative arc. The conspiracy frame did

not initiate the discourse; it emerged as the endpoint of a sequential mutation

process.

For policymakers, the implication is clear: intervention strategies should not
focus solely on explicit “false flag” language. Earlier stages, particularly identity
framing and image-based doubt, which emerge within minutes and drive sharing

behaviour, represent critical points for timely response.




